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the Sultan appears to have considered insufficient
ground to provoke a war, but if he should be pro-
voked to a war by us, I conceive there would be
a material difference of circumstances ; for though
the French might find great difficulty in per-
suading him to war, from the great difficulty of
furnishing the force he requires,, yet if he should
be absolutely plunged into a war,, they would find
it easily practicable to foment and keep it alive.
Hostility with Tippoo, if it should be known
before the conclusion of peace-, would inevitably
tend to protract the war in Europe, or even to
revive it, if peace should have been made. The
French, despairing perhaps of any successful at-
tempt upon England itself, would leave nothing
unattempted to subvert, or at least curtail, our
Indian empire. This argument is of the more
force, because a very small increase of French
soldiers is a Very material addition to Tippoo's
strength.

" In the event of hostility, I take it for granted
the object will be to make it a war of alliance
against Tippoo. I doubt that it is practicable to
obtain the assistance of the Mahrattas; the pre-
sent disunion of the chiefs renders a hearty co-
operation impossible. The assistance of any
party, if even it could be persuaded to risk the
danger of absence from its own territories, might
have the natural effect of throwing its adversaries
into the opposite scale. If such an event should